
SDG 06: 

CLEAN WATER 



End extreme poverty. Fight inequality and injustice. Fix climate 

change. Whoa. The Global Goals are important, world-changing objec-

tives that will require cooperation among governments, international 

organizations and world leaders. It seems impossible that the average 

person can make an impact. Should you just give up? 

No! Change starts with you! 

On 1 January 2016, the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development — adopted by world 

leaders in September 2015 at an historic UN Summit — officially 

came into force.  

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E


Goal 06: Facts and figures 

• 2.6 billion people have gained access to improved drinking water 

sources since 1990, but 663 million people are still without; 

• At least 1.8 billion people globally use a source of drinking water 

that is fecally contaminated; 

• Between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of the global population 

using an improved drinking water source has increased from 76 

per cent to 91 per cent; 

• But water scarcity affects more than 40 per cent of the global pop-

ulation and is projected to rise. Over 1.7 billion people are current-

ly living in river basins where water use exceeds recharge; 

• 2.4 billion people lack access to basic sanitation services, such as 

toilets or latrines; 

• More than 80 per cent of wastewater resulting from human activi-

ties is discharged into rivers or sea without any pollution removal 

• Each day,nearly 1,000 children die due to preventable water and 

sanitation-related diarrheal diseases; 

• Hydropower is the most important and widely-used renewable 

source of energy and as of 2011, represented 16 per cent of total 

electricity producton worldwide; 

• Approximately 70 per cent of all water abstracted from rivers, 

lakes and aquifers is used for irrigation; 

• Floods and other water-related disasters account for 70 per cent of 

all deaths related to natural disasters. 



GOAL 06: Targets 

• By 2030, achieve universal and equitable access to safe and afford-

able drinking water for all 

• By 2030, achieve access to adequate and equitable sanitation and 

hygiene for all and end open defecation, paying special attention 

to the needs of women and girls and those in vulnerable situations 

• By 2030, improve water quality by reducing pollution, eliminating 

dumping and minimizing release of hazardous chemicals and ma-

terials, halving the proportion of untreated wastewater and sub-

stantially increasing recycling and safe reuse globally 

• By 2030, substantially increase water-use efficiency across all sec-

tors and ensure sustainable withdrawals and supply of freshwater 

to address water scarcity and substantially reduce the number of 

people suffering from water scarcity 

• By 2030, implement integrated water resources management at 

all levels, including through transboundary cooperation as appro-

priate 

• By 2020, protect and restore water-related ecosystems, including 

mountains, forests, wetlands, rivers, aquifers and lakes 

• By 2030, expand international cooperation and capacity-building 

support to developing countries in water- and sanitation-related 

activities and programmes, including water harvesting, desalina-

tion, water efficiency, wastewater treatment, recycling and reuse 

technologies 

• Support and strengthen the participation of local communities in 

improving water and sanitation management 

WE NEVER KNOW  

THE WORTH OF WATER! 



GOAL 06: Targets 

• Ensure significant mobilization of resources from a variety of  





Integrated water resources management is a global framework cover-

ing policies, institutions, management instruments and financing for 

the comprehensive and collaborative management of water resources. 

Of the 172 countries that reported in 2018, 60 per cent stated very 

low, low or medium-low levels of implementation.  

Proportion of countries by integrated water resources management implemen-

tation level, 2018 (percentage) 

These countries are unlikely to meet the target of implementing inte-

grated water resources management by 2030. In 2018, the average 

global score for integrated water resources management implementa-

tion was 49 out of 100.  

Implementation is particularly slow (very low to medium-low) in 

around 90 per cent of countries across Latin America and the Carib-

bean, Central and Southern Asia, and Oceania (excluding Australia 

and New Zealand), and in 50 per cent to 70 per cent of countries in 

sub-Saharan Africa, Eastern and South-Eastern Asia, and Northern 

Africa and Western Asia.  

An acceleration of progress is needed in these countries, particularly 

in the area of revenue raising for sustainable financing.  

 



 



 





 



 



 





“This document has been prepared for the European Commis-

sion however it reflects the views only of the authors, and the 

Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may 

be made of the information contained therein.” 

NO WATER, 

NO LIFE, 

NO BLUE, 

NO GREEN! 






